
 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING NOVEMBER 12, 2014 
 President Tlusty called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Roll call was 
taken with all Trustees present. 
 Visitors present were Don Watson of the Star News, Ken and Renee 
Norgaard, Village Attorney Ken Schmiege, Ruth Ann of Schmiege Law 
Office and Assessor Bob Irwin. 
 Moved by Carpenter, seconded by Polacek to approve the minutes of 
the previous meeting as printed.  Motion carried. 

TREASURERS REPORT 
 Tax Account $ 138,813.47 
 General Fund 171,216.79 
 Water Operations Fund 67,675.74 
 Water Redemption Fund 2,917.64 
 Water Depreciation Fund 7,923.30 
 Water Equipment Replacement Fund 22,724.75 
 Sewer Operations Fund 52,299.89 
 Sewer Redemption Fund 11,947.24 
 Sewer Depreciation Fund 11,884.40 
 Sewer Equipment Replacement Fund 20,170.56 

GENERAL BILLS PAID OCTOBER, 2014 
Check Number 
5326 Xcel Energy 2,503.09 
5327 Audrey Noland 72.61 
5328 Danielle Fornal 289.17 
5329 Betty Kauer 125.60 
5330 Paul Hohl 185.86 
5331 Sacha Osuski 369.61 
5332 SuAnn Johnson 342.16 
5333 Bill Eisner 180.08 
5334 Dan Kraschnewski 557.95 
5335 Dan Koehler 390.83 
5336 Dawn Swenson 1,151.19 
5337 Hunter Bernitt 934.26 
5338 Jerry Butler 1,424.36 
5339 Krista Blomberg 382.14 
5340 Larry Ulczycki 156.99 
5341 Tamara Blomberg 540.86 
   - Great West 40.00 



   - IRS 3,580.10 
   - WI Retirement System 1,610.46 
5342 Tammy Mann 170.95 
5343 Linda Schmittfranz 25.00 
5344 Security Health Plan 5,913.91 
5345 Christensen Services 300.00 
5346 G & K Services 141.27 
5347 Advanced Disposal 2,342.80 
5348 R.L. True Value 103.11 
5349 Exxon Mobil 648.52 
5350 BP 263.30 
5351 Frontier 413.76 
5352 Jt. R.L. Area Fire Commission 2,800.00 
5353 Jensen & Co. 860.00 
5354 R.L. Water & Sewer Utilities 879.71 
5355 Granberg Brothers 1,462.50 
5356 Goodin Co. 89.78 
5357 Medford Motors 58.47 
5358 The Star News 61.25 
5359 Schmiege Law Office 361.00 
5360 Fastenal 138.82 
5361 Reliable 204.80 
5362 V & A Proweld 4,500.00 
5363 Cardmember Service 67.08 
5364 Kramer Plumbing & Heating 165.20 
5365 Mid States Equipment 488.39 
5366 Dan Kraschnewski 557.96 
5367 Dan Koehler 396.26 
5368 Dawn Swenson 1,151.20 
5369 Hunter Bernitt 934.27 
5370 Jerry Butler 1,424.37 
5371 Krista Blomberg 395.60 
5372 Larry Ulczycki 120.06 
5373 Tamara Blomberg 543.60 
5374 Tammy Mann 135.49 
   - Great West 40.00 
5375 Dan Kraschnewski 557.95 
5376 Dan Koehler 333.04 
5377 Dawn Swenson 1,151.19 
5378 Hunter Bernitt 934.26 



5379 Jerry Butler 1,424.36 
5380 Krista Blomberg 364.27 
5381 Larry Ulczycki 207.79 
5382 Tamara Blomberg 483.01 
5383 Tammy Mann 135.50  

GENERAL RECEIPTS OCTOBER, 2014 
Receipt Number 
6478 Cameron Thums 150.00 
6479 T.C. Clerk of Courts 38.49 
6480 T.C. Treasurer 300.00 
6481 WI Dept. of Transportation 12,176.46 
6482 Customer Accts. 1,517.43 
6483 Lakeview Park 221.25 
6484 Cameron Thums 150.00 
6485 Cliff Mann 15.75 
6486 Doug Thums 305.88 
6487 Customer Accts. 743.06 
6488 Ronald Lechmaier 28.00 
6489 Lakeview Park 100.00 
6490 Cameron Thums 150.00 
6491 Customer Accts. 1,063.07 
6492 Doug Reavis 10.25 
6493 T.C. Treasurer 300.00 
6494 Cameron Thums 150.00 
6495 Customer Accts. 1,459.86 
6496 State of WI Dept. of Transportation 8,032.00 
6497 Customer Accts 886.56 
6498 Karessa LaBarge 20.00 
6499 Cameron Thums 150.00 

WATER BILLS PAID OCTOBER, 2014 
Check Number 
8284 P.S.C of WI 149.56 
8285 R.L. True Value 192.06 
8286 HD Supply 658.20 
8287 The Star News 49.00 
8288 WI Environmental Improvement Fund 2,250.63 
8289 Hawkins, Inc. 5.00 
8290 AgSource 72.00 
8291 Xcel Energy 626.12 

WATER RECEIPTS OCTOBER, 2014 



Receipt Number 
1489 Customer Accts. 5,322.24 
1490 Customer Accts. 4,498.01 
1491 Customer Accts. 3,295.28 
1492 Customer Accts. 4,184.41 
1493 Customer Accts. 3,070.53 

SEWER BILLS PAID OCTOBER, 2014 
Check Number 
4470 R.L. Water Utility 63.93 
4471 Black River Transport 2,100.00 
4472 Frontier 49.42 
4473 AgSource 1,314.43 
4474 Cypher Electric 100.00 
4475 Grainger 333.90 
4476 R.L. True Value 20.67 
4477 HD Supply 432.12 
4478 Goodin Co. 4.69 
4479 WI Environmental Improvement Fund 2,930.98 
4480 Xcel Energy 1,712.03 

SEWER RECEIPTS OCTOBER, 2014 
Receipt Number 
1241 Customer Accts. 7,000.35 
1242 Customer Accts. 6,308.34 
1243 Customer Accts. 5,505.66 
1244 Customer 10.00 
1245 Customer Accts. 5,380.77 
1246 Customer Accts. 3,608.68 
 Moved by Polacek, seconded by Schreiner to accept the Treasurers 
Report as printed and pay all bills submitted.  Motion carried. 
 President Tlusty informed Ken Norgaard that if he wanted to address 
the Board with any new information regarding his personal property tax 
issue it must be brief and done so under citizen comments. 
 Ken Norgaard reported to the Board that he received a call from 
Albert Ramportal, head of the D.O.R. Equalization Office, who said that his 
overpayment is an illegal tax and that section 74.33 of the Statutes allows 
recovery of that tax and that the village has the authority to refund it because 
it’s an open ended statute and therefore he believes nearly $5,000 is owed to 
him in a timely fashion. 
 Village Attorney Ken Schmiege was present as asked by the Village 
Board in order to give a legal opinion on this issue.  He said he reviewed all 



the information he was given and it appears that Mr. Norgaard doing 
business as North Garden Trees is asking for a refund of taxes from 2007 
thru 2010.  He has already received a refund for 2010 but seems to feel it 
isn’t enough.  The tax forms were filled out by his accountant.  He requested 
a refund in a timely manner for 2010 taxes but not so for the earlier years.  
Attorney Schmiege disagrees that the limitation for filing is open ended.  He 
says that the statute clearly states it has to be claimed by Jan. 31 of each 
year.  If the village refunds the prior years he does not believe it to be legal.  
If the village makes an independent decision to refund it, they would be 
setting a precedence.  WI has a law called public purpose doctrine.  A 
government entity can only expend funds for a public purpose.  This would 
not be for a public purpose.  This would be a gift for one person, for Mr. 
Norgaard.  He is past the time limit for a refund.  The village would be 
violating the public purpose doctrine. 
 Village Assessor Bob Irwin was also present and explained that the 
form that goes out to personal property owners is a self reporting form.  We 
as assessors assume it is correct.  We were informed in 2010.  Irwin 
discussed it with Norgaard’s accountant and was given a breakdown on the 
values.  Irwin recommended the refund for 2010 and it was granted by the 
village.  Using those same values for the prior years would result in a 
negative value.  Irwin cannot see in the prior years to 2010 that those exempt 
items were taxed. 
 Attorney Schmiege said it is his legal opinion that the village should 
not refund Norgaards taxes due to the time limitations and that the village 
should not be spending funds unless for a public purpose. 
 Moved by Carpenter, seconded by Schreiner to deny the tax refund to 
Ken Norgaard.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
 A request for a donation to the “Christmas for Kids” program was 
considered.  Moved by Schreiner, seconded by Polacek to donate $400.00 to 
the program.  Motion carried. 
 Flow testing of the fire hydrants was discussed and recommended by 
the utilities committee.  Moved by VanHecker, seconded by Tesch to 
approve having flow testing performed on the hydrants at a cost not to 
exceed $3,530.00, plus the cost of parts.  Motion carried. 
 The need for televising and jetting State Road was discussed as has 
been several times over the past year.  Trustee Carpenter says it is an 
essential part of the planning process for future updates to the sewage 
treatment plant.  It is a site analysis in which the search grant will then pay 
for repairing the main once we know what’s wrong with it.  Moved by 
VanHecker, seconded by Carpenter to approve televising and jetting 



approximately 1200 feet of State Road at a price of $1.40 per foot plus the 
additional cost to have Black River Transport pump the water out.  Motion 
carried. 
 Moved by Polacek, seconded by Tesch to approve of Mauer Roofing 
to do the roof replacements on the large and small well houses for a cost of 
$16,800.00.  Motion carried. 
 The following Sewer Lateral ordinance was presented to the Board by 
the utilities committee: 

ORDINANCE # 06/2014 
 
There is hereby added to Section 13.56.090 of the Municipal Code of Rib 
Lake, which is to read as follows: 
 
13.56.091 
1. Detecting Problems 
All wastewater and public works personnel shall notify public works 
director whenever any possible broken sewer or nonconforming sewer 
lateral or broken sewer is detected.  This shall include but not be limited to, 
any unusual depressions in front yards, ditches or roadways, and also to 
private contractors or village crews operating sewer television equipment 
and sewer cleaning equipment.  The Director of Public Works shall notify 
the Village Building Inspector of the possible problem.  Said notification 
shall also occur whenever combined laterals are identified.  Combined 
laterals are defined as two or more laterals that are interconnected before 
their connection to the main. 
 
13.56.092 
Inspection of Possible Problems and Testing 
The Building Inspector and Director of Public Works shall inspect the site 
and shall conduct any necessary tests to verify clear water infiltration and 
into the village sewer main.  Testing methods used to determine infiltration 
may include: dye testing, smoke tests, television testing, or vision 
inspections as deemed necessary.  Clear water infiltration shall be verified 
by the Building Inspector, Public Works Director and the property owner. 
 
13.56.093 
Orders to the Property Owner 
Upon verification of ground or surface water infiltration into the sewer main, 
the Building Inspector shall issue an order to the property owner to replace 
the lateral from the location of the break to the public sanitary sewer located 



in the street right-of-way within a reasonable period of time as determined 
by the village.  It shall be the responsibility of the property owner to replace 
the lateral from the location of the break to the public sanitary sewer located 
in the street right-of-way.  The owner or contractor shall obtain a permit for 
any repair or replacement of the lateral and notify the Building Inspector and 
Public Works Department when the excavation will commence.  The 
existing lateral shall be replaced for its entire length unless it is constructed 
of PVC/ABS plastic or cast iron with rubber gaskets in good condition.  
Upon discovery of combined laterals, the Building Inspector shall issue an 
order to the involved property owners to eliminate the lateral 
interconnection. 
 
13.56.094 
Determination of Responsibility and Payment of Repairs  
If the inspection team made up of the Building Inspector and Director of 
Public Works has determined that the village main is sound and that the 
sewer lateral must be replaced, the Building Inspector shall notify the owner 
and advise them that all expenses regarding such replacement or repairs are 
theirs before the actual replacement is made.  If in the opinion of the 
inspection team, the sewer main or riser is broken or faulty outside of one 
foot from the lateral tap along with a faulty or broken lateral, the Building 
Inspector shall notify the owner that he/she may submit a claim to the village 
for partial payment of the bill.  If the inspection team determines that all 
ground or surface water infiltration is totally due to a faulty sewer main or 
riser, the inspector shall notify the owner of the property and shall notify the 
owner that the expenses shall be paid for by the village.  Determination of 
fault and partial fault shall be made jointly with the Building Inspector and 
the Director of Public Works.  Such determinations shall be in writing, with 
copies to property owner, utility committee, and Village President.  The 
wastewater utility shall be responsible for all street and sidewalk repair and 
restoration cost within the street right-of-way associated with a replacement 
of sanitary lateral.  Restoration outside the street right-of-way shall be the 
responsibility of the property owner.  
 
13.56.095 
Sewer Lateral Abandonment  
Any sanitary sewer lateral shall be considered abandoned if a building which 
it serves is being moved or razed.  Any drain or cleanout in the building 
leading to the sanitary sewer shall have a temporary plug or cap installed on 
it.  All abandoned sanitary sewer laterals must be properly capped within 30 



days at the sanitary sewer main by property owner.  Only PVC/ABS plastic 
or cast iron with rubber caskets sanitary sewer laterals in good condition can 
be used for new development on a property where a building has been 
moved or razed.  An exception to the 30-day completion shall be made for 
the time period of December 1st to May 1st of the following year and/or for 
the time period when county roadway are posted for “weight limits”.  The 30 
day completion requirement shall be enforced after expiration of either of 
these limitations. 
 
 
13.56.096 
Inspection of Sanitary Lateral Prior to Sale or Closing of Property 
Before the sale of property served by a public sewer an inspection of the 
sanitary lateral shall be completed by a licensed plumber at the property 
owner’s expense.  If the sanitary lateral is not gas tight and water tight and is 
not constructed of PVC/ABS plastic or cast iron with rubber gaskets the 
property owner(s) shall replace the sanitary lateral at their expense.  If the 
sanitary lateral can not be replaced before the sale due to weather or other 
time restrains, the property owner shall deposit the full cost of the sanitary 
lateral replacement in escrow for the new owner upon the closing of the sale 
of the property unless other arrangements are made and approved by the 
village.  If there is proof of an inspection in the last ten years before transfer 
of property another inspection is not needed.  Inspection results shall be 
given to the Director of Public Works.  The Director of Public Works will 
maintain a record of inspections for a minimum of ten years.  Failure of the 
seller to repair or replace the lateral; set up an escrow account for repair or 
replacement of the lateral; or make other arrangements approved by the 
village, will result in a forfeiture to the seller in the amount of $50.00 per 
day for each day following the day that reasonable repair or replacement 
could have taken place.  The date that repair or replacement could have 
taken place is at the discretion of the Village Public Works Department. 
 
Adopted this 12th day of November, 2014 
 
 
Approved:__________________________ 
                  Wayne Tlusty, President 
 
Attest:______________________________ 
            Dawn R. Swenson, Clerk 



 
 Moved by Tesch, seconded by VanHecker to approve and adopt the 
above ordinance.  Motion carried.  Copies of the ordinance will need to be 
sent to the Taylor County Register of Deeds, area Realtors, and Gowey 
Abstract. 
 President Tlusty discussed the need for a community wide Housing 
Income Survey in order to become eligible for grants to help pay for the cost 
of public facility upgrades.  He explained that we need to have an 80% 
response rate on the survey. 
 Moved by Buksa, seconded by Carpenter to agree to contract with 
MSA for a cost of $1,500.00 to prepare and tabulate an income survey so the 
village may qualify for a CDBG Public Facilities Grant.  Motion carried. 
 Trustee Reports: 
 Polacek – Lakeshore Drive has been patched where the culverts were 
 replaced; quotes were reviewed for glass replacement for the 4  
 windows in the village hall and 12 in the library. 
 Schreiner – There has been no progress on recycling commissions  
 effort to have an inspection on safety issued at the site. 
 Carpenter – Water sampling violation issued by DNR has been  
 revoked for several reasons; hydrant has been replaced near High St.; 
 there is a new safety compliance person for the State which may mean  
 increased inspections; need blood borne pathogens training for  
 clerical/library staff; thanks to Taylor County Board for reinstating  
 $12,000 in Rib Lake Public Library funding. 
 Moved by Polacek, seconded by Schreiner to approve replacing the 
glass in village hall & library windows for $532.97 and $1,578.06 
respectively.  Motion carried.        
 At 8:00 p.m. the Public Budget Hearing was held.  There were no 
citizens in attendance to comment on the budget.  The hearing was 
adjourned at 8:01 p.m.   
 President Tlusty shared the following information concerning the 
budget and taxes.  The villages proposed tax levy of $196,034 is an increase 
of $1,602.00 compared to last years levy.  The village’s portion of the gross 
mill rate is $6.31 compared to $6.27 last year.  The entities of which the 
village board has no control over, submitted the following 
increases/decreases in their tax levies to be billed and collected by the 
village: 
  N.T.C.   40% decrease 
  State of WI   2% increase 
  Taylor County  1.8% increase 



  R.L. School District 3.4% increase 
 The entities in which the village board does control submitted the 
following: 
  R.L. Inland Lake District  0% increase 
  Village of Rib Lake  .82% increase 
 Moved by Carpenter, seconded by Tlusty to use $997.00 of the $2,560  
levy increase allowed by the State.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
 Moved by Schreiner, seconded by Buksa to approve and adopt the 
following 2015 Budget Summary.  Motion carried. 
  2015 BUDGET  

VILLAGE OF RIB LAKE 
       
       
EXPENDITURES:     
       
 General Government  129361  

 Public Safety   132533  

 Public Works   243070  

 
Health & Human 
Services  8000  

 Culture & Recreation  66549  

 Conservation & Development 0  

 Capital Outlay   106500  

 Debt Service Principal  18823  

 Debt Service Interest  6015  

 Other Financing Uses  0  

     710851  

       

REVENUES:      

       

 Mobile Home Taxes  5000  

 Other Taxes   59750  

 Intergovernmental Revenue 364628  

 Licenses & Permits  2525  

 
Fines & 
Penalties   500  

 Public Charges for Services 37000  

 Intergovernmental Charges 17800  

 Miscellaneous Revenue  1000  

 Special Assessments  3114  

 
Other Financing 
Sources  23500  



     514817  

       

 Total Proposed Expenditures 710851  

 
Total Proposed 
Revenues  514817  

 Amount required from 2014 Levy 196034  

 
 The following Resolution was presented to the Board: 
                              RESOLUTION NO.   08 /2014 
        
RESOLVED, by the Village Board of the Village of Rib Lake, Taylor County, 
WI that the following amounts are to be raised as taxes for the year 2014,  
against the taxable property in said Village of Rib Lake, WI Taylor County. 
        
 State Taxes    $         5,678.46      
 County Taxes    $     262,987.87     
 Local Village Levy    $     201,859.84     
 Rib Lake School District Levy   $     340,958.29     
 North Central Technical College   $       40,757.52     
 Rib Lake Inland Lakes District   $         5,148.58     
 TOTAL LEVY    $   857,390.56     
        
        
 Local Assessed Valuation for 2014:  $31,033,300.00    
 State Assessed Manufacturing for 2014:  $     922,900.00    
 Total Assessed Valuation for 2014:  $31,956,200.00    
     	     
        
 Dated this 12th day of November, 2014    
        
        
 Approved: ______________________    
  Wayne Tlusty     
  Village President     
        
 Attest: _________________________    

  
Dawn R. Swenson, Village 
Clerk    

        
 Moved by Polacek, seconded by Tesch to approve and adopt the 
above resolution.  Motion carried. 
 Moved by Buksa, seconded by VanHecker to adjourn the meeting at 
8:20 p.m.  Motion carried. 
 
       Dawn R. Swenson 
       Village Clerk 


